
Once again the Walking with Giants parade was a great success. 

There was a large turn out from participants and audiences and some 

amazing giants including the very popular mechanical Elephant, 

Harminder, which Festive Road was commissioned to make by the 

Northampton Hindu Welfare Association. Unfortunately Shirley the 

WW1 tank had a few technical issues –thoroughly in keeping with the 

real things –but she still looked splendid. The star of the parade was 

undoubtedly the Giraffe made with MK SNAP. Other participants in-

cluded: Lobo Tren Samba who were amazing, Stantonbury Campus, 

Stantonbury Brownies and Concrete Circus as well as Slated Row and 

Longmeadow schools. Massive congratulations to those who took part 

and special thanks and to the team and the volunteers that worked so 

hard to make it happen. We’re very pleased to report that Mind MK, 

our chosen charity, collected over £500 on the day. 
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Walking with Giants –a great success 

Dates for the diary: 

Marketing post –deadline 

for tenders 

15th 

Aug 

Best Company Perform-

ance at MK Museum 

12th 

Sep 

Best Company Perform-

ance at Westbury Arts 

13h 

Sep 

Puppetry workshop  with 

Jo  Munton 

10th-

11th Oct 

Great War MK Gala 

Bridgewater Carnival 

6th 

Nov 

Northampton Diwali  

Bridgewater Carnival 

7th 

Nov 

Paraffinalia  

–winter festival 

19th 

Dec 

Word is spreading fast...and yes it’s 
true...we have just over one month 
to find a new home for our artists 
and all the fantastical creations we 
presently house. Over the last 10 
years Festive Road has created 
some of the most amazing specta-
cles: mechanical creatures, cos-
tumes, events and workshops in 
the community; including the fa-
mous dancing tea cups, the cycle 
powered elephant and stilt walking 
dinosaurs! The company is a real 
Milton Keynes success story with 
its roots in the local community 
and an ever growing national repu-
tation.  
We’ve been expanding for a while 

and finding more suitable premises 
was always the plan … but we don’t 
have much time to find somewhere!! 
 
At the moment Festive Road occupy a 
first floor office in Linford Wood for 
free (25x35m - approx 18,500 sq ft). 
However, the space really isn’t suitable 
for the fabrication work that we do es-
pecially the work which is now being 
commissioned over this coming year.  
We are looking for a ground floor unit - 
possibly an industrial or agricultural 
unit - with large bay doors, suitable for 
large scale metal and wood fabricating. 
The company needs a minimum floor 
space of 5,000 sq feet, but ideally we 
are looking for around 10,000 sq ft. 

Festive Road News August 2015 

New HQ urgently needed for Festive Road 

URGENT: Please contact us if you know of any suitable spaces that are available? 

Contact: simon@festiveroad.org.uk  (M) 07977 142498 or Yvette Lamidey yvette@yvettelamidey.com  

Big welcome to Louise Evans, our new Office Manager, who took over 
from Jitty recently and a big thank you to Yvette Lamidey who took on 
the onerous job of Chair of the Board –she is  doing a fantastic job of 
sorting us out! 

New management! 

mailto:simon@festiveroad.org.uk
mailto:yvetet@yvettelamidey.com


We were awarded a special grant 

from MK Community Foundation this 

year which is very exciting news. The 

grant is going towards a rebranding 

and marketing project, the idea is to 

start making more income from the 

fantastic creatures and creations that 

Festive Road have stabled at our 

workshop. More importantly though, 

the funding will mean that even more 

people will get to enjoy these amazing 

creations and will benefit from the 

work we do. We are looking for Mar-

keting and Sales support so if you 

would like to join our team and have 

experience in Outdoor Arts market-

ing, specifically in relation to Arts 

Festivals, then please let us know. 

The application deadline has just 

been extended and you can find out 

more on our website. 

      MKCF Extraordinary Grant awarded 
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Want to be part of 

our team?  
Apply now! 

 

Festive Road was awarded a large Arts Council 
England grant last year which has helped to fund 
the Jurassic Jockeys, the Walking with Giants 
Parade, our trainee scheme and much more.  
We still have more of this project to complete and 
the designs and plans for some extraordinary 
new creations has begun –hopefully we’ll even 
have a new work space to create them in soon– 
so watch this space! 

            New production in the pipeline 

Can you spare some 

time over the next few 

weeks? 

We need help to sort 

and pack our costumes, 

materials, creations etc. 

in preparation for the 

move. 

Contact Jessica on: 

Jessica@festiveroad.org 

if you think that you can 

help? 

                      Summer Projects 

It’s been a very busy summer at Festive Road! This year was the 800th anni-
versary of the signing of Magna Carta and many local authorities around the 
country who had ancient links to this occasion were creating celebration 
events, including Wiltshire County Council who commissioned us to create 18 
giant baron puppets and a special puppet ‘Flame of Justice’, that participated 
in a performance event at Salisbury Cathedral. We also created a King John 
puppet for Lincolnshire through Kinetika and Art Reach. 
 
Our artists have been busy working in schools and at community events 
across the region. We have just completed an elaborate mixed media wall 
sculpture for Northampton School for Girls which marks their centenary year. 
We also had a very successful weekend at Reading based ReadyPop’s 
Caversham Festival. We were working with our colleague Nick Garnett on his 
Annual Daydream Harvest –an amazing project –and Hilary the Triceratops 
certainly attracted some admirers there.  

URGENT: Please contact us if you know of any suitable spaces that are available? 

Contact: simon@festiveroad.org.uk  (M) 07977 142498 or Yvette Lamidey yvette@yvettelamidey.com  

http://www.festiveroad.org/work-with-us/
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On 6th November there will 
also be a big celebration of all the 
work which has been part of the 
Great War MK project. This is 

taking place at The Venue in MK. 

Our Jurassic Jockeys (stilt 
walking Dinosaur riders), con-
tinue to be very popular and will 
be appearing in Brackley, Bir-
mingham and Devizes Interna-
tional Street Arts Festival over 

the next month.  

Harminder the Elephant is to 
make an appearance at 
Wipsnade Zoo towards the end 

of the summer too! 

Our work with Northampton 
Hindu Welfare Association con-
tinues and the Diwali celebrations 
are now in their 15th year there 
so we are preparing to make 
some amazing new puppets and 

structures for that. 

We are also preparing for Par-
affinalia 2015. This is the annual 
Winter Festival in Campbell Park 
which we began last year. This 
year’s fire festival will coincide 
with Festive Road’s 10th year so 
we’ll be planning another spec-

tacular. 

We’re very excited to an-
nounce that we’ll be working 
with The Stables Theatre and 
the amazing street arts com-
pany Les Commandos Percu & 
Deabru Baltzak, who will be cre-
ating a spectacular 2 day event 

for the Rugby World Cup.  

Festive Road artists will be 
working with the company over 
a whole week and performing at 
the events on 2nd and 3rd Octo-
ber in Central MK; a fabulous 
opportunity and promises to be 

a weekend not to be missed. 

                        What’s coming up? 

There are plenty of dates to 
put in your diary and opportuni-
ties to get involved with some of 
the projects we are doing and 
despite the fact that we don’t 
know quite where we will be op-
erating from after September, 

the show must go on! 

Over the holidays, our team 
will be working in Hatfield again 
for National Play Day which is 
on 5th August. We’re leading 
some awesome creative ses-
sions there from 12th to 15th 

August! 

Our new production, Best 
Company, a physical comedy 
show based on a full sized rep-
lica Mark I tank, has been per-
forming throughout June and 
July and still has two more per-
formances in Milton Keynes on 
12th and 13th September as 

part of Heritage Open Weekend. 

         General Enquiries (01908 921 018), Louise Evans, carnival@festiveroad.org.uk 

                  WOMEN Leaders MK 

The news just in is that Jessica Rost, Director at Festive Road 
has been shortlisted for the WOMEN Leaders MK Awards, Crea-
tive Industries category. Judging day is 1st September so keep 
your fingers crossed. 
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